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S’poreans’ passion sparks
rise of online lit journals

By Saran CHANG
EN years ago, one brave
soul decided that Singa-

T pore needed {o have a

presence in the sea of interna-
tional online literary journals.

Toh Hsien Min, a bright-
eyed graduate from Oxford Uni-
versity, then 26, took the path
less travelled and plunged head-
first into creating Singapore’s
first online Jiteravy journal,
Quarterly Literary Review Singa-
pore (QLRS).

There were cardier outlets for
crealive folk: The Poetry Bill-
board; The 2nd Rule; and The
Flying Inkpot. But QLRS is the
first full-fledged regular journal.,

Aside from Tolh, the found-
ing editor, it is helmed by a non-
profit volunteer collective com-
prising Cyril Wong, Yeow Kai
Chai, Yong Shu Hoong and
Alvin Pang, who also started
The Poetry Billboard.

Looking back, Tol, whe is a
poct and arisk analyst, said that
if he had kaown it would be so
tough to keep the journal going,
he would net have started it.

*I was young and foolisl.
Now, I am slightly older, but
still slighitly foolish. That's why
T'm stil} on it,” ke said wryly.

The journal will celebrate its
10th birthday on Tuesday at the
Glass Iall at the Singapore Art
Museunt, as part of the Singa-
pore Writers Festival.

Toh is modest when it conies
to the success and longevity of
QLRS, saying that it was {he In-
ternet’s wide reach that pro-
pelled the journal forward,

“The moment you put a re-
view or short story on the site,
you've essentially reached an un-
restrained, massive audience,
Your cultural production is no
longer restrained by physical dis-
tribution,” he said.

Modesty aside, QLRS has
paved the way for a slew of on-
line literary journals. One of
them is Sefiblow, whicl is devot-

BUDDING writers: Aren't sure
where to submit your works?
The following are onkine journals
started by Singaporeans:

> QUARTERLY UTERARY
REVIEW SINGAPORE {QLRS}
www.glrs.com

Started by: Cultural Medatlion
Young Artist Award recipient
Toh Hsien Min, in 2001
Reputation: A national platform

tor the warks of home-grown

FOUNDERS: Toh Hsien Min (left) and Cyril Wong started QLRS and
Softblow respectively, (PHOTOS: THE STRAITS TIMES, ONG WEE JIN}

ed to poetry. It was founded in
2004 by QLRS co-editor Wong.

The 34-year-old operations
manager at The Substation re-
called the years running the site
alone - he now has a co-editor -
as stressful and nerve-racking.

But he feels that it's his duly
to keep the journal going.
“Ihere are so many voices in
this part of the world that need
Lo be heard,” he sajd.

Fast forward to 2011, and two
more writers have hopped on
the online-journal bandwagon.

In January, Lee Yew Leong,
a poet and video-artist, founded
Asymplote, The 34-year-oid
pitches it as an international
journal, as he wants to move
away from the idea that a home-
grown journal must promote
Singapore works exclusively,

Asymptote has featured writ-
ars of international acclaim,
such as Haruki Murakami, and
Tocal politician Chen Show Mao.

writers, it has unearthed new
talents such as 0 Thiam Chin
and Grace Chua. It has featured
more than 350 Singapore and
intemational authors such as
Leanard Schwartz and John
Tranter, in areas such as poetry,
prose and critical essays.

£ SOFTBLOW

waww softhlow.org

Started by: Cuttural Medallion
Young Artist Award recipient

It focuses on translations of
works from all aver the world,
and has recently moved its base
from Singapore to Taiwan.

“Singagpore is still not a coun-
try (whicl:) vadues its writers, let
alone sees the value of literary
Jjournals,” he said, eiting the Inck
of institutional support as a rea-
son for the move.

When asked if Asymplote
can help carry works of Singapo-
reans forward, he said the jour-
nal las a simple aim: o gather
the best in eontemporary litera-
ture in one place.

Another new jewrnal to look
out for is Unswept, started by
Hicholas Lin, a rising poet and a
postgraduate student at Singa-
pore Management University,

Lixt has made his name in the
literary circle for his incisive re-
views of Singapore works for
QLRS. Unswept, which aims to
critique ether literary works, is
currently in production.

The 28-year-old, whose poet-

VIGBE THAN WORD

Cyril Wong, in 2004

Reputation: Published at the
start of every month, this journal
concentrates on poetry from Sin-
gapore and abroad.

Wong says he Jooks for
poems that are more personal
and honest, rather than those
that are “Halimark worthy”.

Authors that have been
published by the joumnai include
established poets ike Arthur Yap
and Rich lves.
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NEW DIRECTIONS: Nicholas
Liu's {left) Unswept will high-
light critiques of literary works.
Lee Yew Leong's Asymptote
focuses on translations of
works from all over the world.

(PHOTOS: JAMIE KOH,
THE NEW PAPER)

ry collection Versions From The
English is coming out early next
year, views i as an avenue for
writers like him wlho are just
starting oul.

He said: "It can be very dis-
heartening that it's the same big
names getting published.”

But lie doesn't think that his
journal should and must be a
vessel to carry Singapore litera-
ture into the international
scene,

“This idea that we want to
promole curselves to the world
is immature, 1t’s based on ideas
that our works are not good
enough, that we need toreigners
to validate it. That's not
healthy,” he said.

I the meantime, QLRS is all
set for its 10th-anniversary bash.

Toh said: *T cannot imagine
that it has been 10 years, and
that I am still doing this. But 1
guess we will keep going, as
long we are still relevant”

schang@sph.comsg

2 ASYMPTOTE

. asymptotefournal.com
Started by Writer and transator
Lee Yew Leong, in January this
year

Reputation: This new journat
has afraady made wavas in the
international arena, with cover-
age by Publishers Weekly.

It was selected recently as
the Featured international Jour-
nal by The Center for Fictien in
Neaw York, and cited as a stafl
pick on The Paris Review Blog.

TAKE part in_ these Singapore
Writers Festival events featuring
writers mentioned in the main story:

£ TOH HSIEN MIN

The Quarterty Literary Review
Singapore celebrates its 10th
anniversary with words, wine and
food at the Glass Hall, Singapore
Art Museum, on Tuesday at 8pm.
Admissgion is free. Poets like Gwee
{1 Sui, Grace Chua, Nicholas Liu
and Daren Shiau will also be
featured. Toh will also appear at the
panel discussion, Masculinity And
Poetry, at Singzpore Management
University an Sunday at 11.30am.
Festival pass required.

4> CYRIL WONG

Wong will read from his chapbook,
You Cannot Count Smoke, at a free
event at Singapore Management
Uriversity on Saturday at 11.30am.

For more information and
to buy festival passes, visit
wvw.singaporewritersfestival com

HELPDESK B

Online lterary jourmnal:
XFIERE

wéng shang wén xué ji It bén

iungevaly 1% chéng shbu

Translations: §§1% fan yi

Postgraduate; BR3T4E yén Ll

In its fatest issue, Asymptate ran
an excerpt from Haruki
Murakami's yet-to-be-released
1084, along with an exclusive
note by translater Jay Rubin.

¥ UNSWEPT
www.unswepturg

Started by: Student Nicholas Liu
Reputation: This online literary
journal, which will be published
wmwice a year, will release its first
issue by the end of this month,




